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Summary 
 

Altogether, 366 bird species were recorded on the trip.  The most frequently seen bird was the Common 
Bulbul, recorded every day, followed by the African Pied Wagtail, Grey-headed Sparrow and Speckled 
Mousebird, which were seen on all days except one.  The Shoebill scored four votes and had the status 
of the best bird of the trip, whereas Mountain Gorilla was voted the best mammal.  Altogether 40 
mammals, five reptiles, at least 20 species of insects and 65 species of plants were recorded.   
 
 
 
                  
  Bird of the trip Mammal of the trip 
  
  Anne:  Shoebill   Mountain Gorilla    
  Doug: Shoebill   Mountain Gorilla 
  Gordon: Shoebill  Mountain Gorilla 
  Margaret:  Shoebill  Mountain Gorilla 
  Bill: Grey Crowned Crane  Mountain Gorilla 
  Bozena: Grey Crowned Crane  Mountain Gorilla 
  Johnny: White-crested Turaco Eland   
 
 
 
The most memorable moments:              
  
Anne:  A close encounter with Mountain Gorillas   
Gordon:  A close encounter with Mountain Gorillas 
Doug: Gordon falling down slopes while watching Mountain Gorillas 
Margaret: Gordon falling down slopes while watching Mountain Gorillas 
Bill: Seeing Giraffe/being so close to gorillas/getting a young lassie as a porter  
Bozena: A face-to-face encounter with an African Elephant in the middle of the night/being so 

close to Mountain Gorillas/Bill falling off the terrace of my chalet at night 
Johnny: Seeing a big herd of Elands 
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Itinerary 
 

 
 
Friday  31/01/14     

 
The airplane landed at Entebbe on time at 22:15 and soon Margaret, Anne and Bill emerged from 

the exit gate and were greeted by Johnny, our guide, and myself.  Gordon and Doug followed shortly 
and in no time at all, we were on our way to the lodge, conveniently situated close to the airport.  The 
whole day of travelling took its toll though, so we dispersed to our rooms quickly for a most deserved 
rest.   

 
 

 
 
 

Saturday 1/02/14    
 
Breakfast at 6:15 am was not particularly popular with the group, but necessary because an early 

departure meant avoiding the traffic towards Kampala.  It was still dark when we sat down for breakfast 
on the terrace and despite quite a noise made by birds, we could not see any.  At the car park though, 
Brown Parrot and Eastern Grey Plantain-eater were noted by some of us.    

 
We drove northward today toward the Murchison Falls National Park.  The traffic was already 

getting busy, but by the time we reached outskirts of Kampala, it became unbearable.  A quick stop at an 
exchange bureau and we were on our way out.  As we passed thought the busy streets full of trading 
stalls, we managed to see quite a few species, including Yellow-billed Kite, Woodland Kingfisher, 
Broad-billed Roller, Splendid Starling and an astonishing number of Marabou Storks on the building, 
trees and lamp posts.  

We stopped briefly to admire a Long-crested Eagle with its 
distinctive crest roosting on the post, but our first serious stop was 
a while later by a papyrus swamp.  Here, by the side of the road, 
we had in full view, Papyrus Gonolek, Yellow-backed Weaver, 
Northern Brown-throated Weaver and Grey-capped Warbler.  On 
the opposite side of the road though, a considerable flock of 
Glossy Starlings was roosting on a tree, together with an Open-
billed Stork and a Glossy Ibis.   
 
 Another stop at a small wetland produced four Grey Crowned 

Cranes, 12 Wood Sandpipers, Black Crake, African Jacana, Long-toed Lapwing, Spur-winged Lapwing 
and Long-tailed Cormorant.   

 
As we left a busy city behind, we enriched our bird list with several species such as African Pied 

Wagtail, Shikra, African Green Pigeon, Lizard Buzzard, Crowned Hornbill, but the biggest excitement 
was generated by a colourful Great Blue Turaco.  At least three birds were present in a little valley 
where they played hide and seek with us.  Eastern Grey Plantain-eaters were also present and 
entertained Margaret.  We stopped briefly to photograph a Lizard Buzzard, but other species were also 
encountered along the way, including Saddle-billed Stork, Grey-headed Kingfisher and about 150 
Opened-billed Storks roosting on trees.   

 
As we had a courtesy stop by the side of the road, Bill picked up a yellow fruit, which generated 

some controversy, but soon was identified as Sodum Apple Solanum incanum.  Mexican Weeping Pines 
Pinus patula were present on both sides of the road as well as occasional Cook’s Island Pine Araucaria 
columnaris, Jack Fruit trees Artocarpus heterophyllus, Bottlebrush trees Callistemon citrinus var. 
Splendens and Brazilian Potato Trees Solanum macranthum. In addition, Candelabra Euphorbis 
Euphorbia candelababrum was becoming more prominent and common. 

Day 1 

Day 2 
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We stopped for lunch at a pleasant restaurant by the side of the road, where we had a tasty chicken 
dish with rice and a refreshing cocktail of watermelon, pineapple and mango.  Here, Red-cheeked 
Cordon-bleu, Village Weaver, Palm Swifts and Grey-headed Kingfisher were present.  

Further along the road, we picked up a Grey Kestrel, Forked-tailed Drongo, Tawny-flanked Prinia, 
gorgeous African Fish Eagle, Grey-headed Fiscal, Western Banded Snake-Eagle, Woolly-necked Stork, 
Madagascar Bee-eater and Dark Chanting Goshawk. 

As we covered a vast area today across the country, the landscape changed from fertile farmland 
interspersed with swamps and fragmented forests to extensive grasslands and open savanna woodlands.   

We made a brief stop at a petrol station and then continued on a gravel side road.  This produced an 
array of new species and soon we were enchanted by our first pair of Abyssinian Ground-hornbills. 
Further along, we came across Colobus Monkeys, Red-throated Bee-eaters, Grey Kestrel and Collared 
Sunbird.  At a small water pond, we encountered a few Warthogs, African Wattled Lapwing, Cattle 
Egret, Wood Sandpiper and a familiar to us all, Whinchat.      

It was early afternoon when we arrived to 
the Murchison Falls.  Here, we had a short 
walk around the top from where a spectacular 
view stretched over the falls.  We could see 
the waters being forced through a rocky cleft 
and plunge down 35 meters in a majestic 
cascade.  At least three Rock Pratincoles were 
roosting in the distance. 

Soon, we hit the road again and quickly 
encountered a White-browed Coucal, Crested 
Francolin and again, the magnificent, yet very 
wary, Abyssinian Ground-hornbill.  Our first 
Waterbuck, Uganda Kob and African Buffallo 
were also seen en route.  A Yellow-billed 
Oxpecker flew across the road. 

Our accommodation for the night was tucked away in dry woodland on the North Bank of the Nile 
and reached only by ferry.  While waiting for the ferry, we were entertained by Marabou Stork, 
Common Sandpiper, Malachite Kingfisher, Yellow Wagtail and a few Red-headed Rock Agamas.   A 
Hippopotamus watchfully gazed at us alarmingly close to the shore and many more were bathing in the 
water on the opposite side of the Nile.  There were also African Elephants foraging on the shore close to 
the ferry terminal and further away in the bushes.  It looked promising, we thought!    

As we crossed the Nile, we immediately came across Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu, Red-throated Bee-
eaters and Bar-breasted Firefinches feeding on the ground.  A 
female Waterbucks emerged from the bushes as we 
approached the lodge.  

Our lodge was established in 1954 and has been host to 
many dignitaries in its lifetime, including Britain's Queen 
Mother and Ernest Hemingway to name but two.  The lodge, 
now restored, overlooked the Victoria Nile and had all the 
amenities we could ask for, including a large swimming pool.  

Bill, Margaret, Anne and myself made good use of it, but 
Gordon unfortunately had to recover from walking into a 
clean and apparently, transparent, patio door!   

Soon, we gathered in the restaurant for a three course 
buffet-style dinner.  However, the long day made its toll on 
everybody and soon afterwards, all but Bill, Johnny and 
myself, went to bed.  The three of us continued with the daily 
chore of going over a check-list.   And so today, 78 bird 
species were recorded.  Of those, five species were seen only 
today on the trip.  
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Sunday  2/02/14    

 
We started the day with breakfast at 6:15.  It was still dark, but the sense of adventure was in the air.  

At 7:00 am, we were ready and drove off in our cruiser.  We did not drive far, when a variety of birds 
showed up and these included Hamerhop, Marabou Stork, Black-winged Stilt, Spur-winged Lapwing 
and four Warthogs with a baby.   

Outside the lodge’s gate, we saw Black–headed Gonolek, Rüpell’s Long-eared Starling, Grey 
Woodpecker, Red-throated Bee-eater, Black-headed Weaver and three Red-spotted Cordon-bleu, 
feeding on the ground.  Common Waxbill, Red-winged Grey Warbler, Black-billed Woodpecker, 
African Thrush, Yellow-throated Greenbul, Speckled Mousebird, Blue-spotted Wood-Dove, Wire-tailed 
Swallow, Grey-headed Sparrow and Olive-bellied Sunbird were soon recorded as well.  

We entered a small forested area and our first stop in true wilderness provided good views of 
Mourning Dove, Yellow-throated Greenbul and Speckled Mousebird foraging in the bushes.  The 
Lesser Striped and Red-breasted Swallows were flying about and a pair of Grey-headed Kingfishes 
nested in the sandy bank.  Northern Crombec, Black-crowned Tchagra showed off well and Tawny-
flanked Prinia appeared briefly too.   

As we drove through scrub/woodland savannah, Whinchat, as it turned up later, was the most 
common bird encountered today, and our first Silverbird and Siffling 
Cisticola popped up as well. 

Birds were ignored for a while, when mammals started to appear in the 
distance.  Warthogs, Lelwel Hartebeests, Defassa Waterbucks and Uganda 
Kobs all attracted our attention.  Our first Rothschild’s Giraffe generated 
great excitement, particularly for Bill, who hasn’t seen them in the wild 
before.  He was beside himself and every time a new mammal came to a 
view, we could hear his repetitive and excitable “Bloody Hell”! 

 

 
 
The White-fronted Black Chat was truly spectacular 

and so were our first Spotted-morning Thrush, Brown-
backed Woodpecker and Speckled-fronted Weaver.     

The Hadada Ibises were calling in the distance and 
attracted our attention, only to draw our eyes to Bruce’s 
Green-Pigeon which flew in the distance too.  The 
Yellow-billed Oxpecker was finally identified on 
Rothschild’s Giraffe. 

Day 3 

Rothschild's giraffe (Giraffa camelopardalis rothschildi) is one of the most 
endangered giraffe subspecies, with only a few hundred members in the wild.  It 
is named after Walter Rothschild, a founder of the Natural History Museum in 
Tring, and is also known as the Baringo Giraffe (after the Lake Baringo in 
Kenya), or the Ugandan Giraffe.  It is easily distinguished from other 
subspecies, by the colouring of the coat or pelt.  Where the reticulated giraffe has 
very clearly defined dark patches with bright-whitish channels between them, 
Rothschild's Giraffe is paler, the orange-brown patches are less jagged and sharp 
in shape, and the connective channel is of a creamier hue compared to that seen 
on the reticulated giraffe. In addition, Rothschild's Giraffe displays no markings 
on the lower leg, giving it the impression of wearing white stockings.  Lastly, 
although harder to spot, this is the only subspecies to be born with five 
ossicones.  Two of these are the larger and more obvious ones at the top of the 
head, which are common to all giraffes, but the third ossicone can often be seen 
in the center of the giraffe's forehead, and the other two are behind each 
ear. They are also taller than many other subspecies, measuring up to six metres.  



 5

 
Our first Oribi was spotted and intensely 

photographed at first, but later we realised that it 
was a pretty common antelope in the area and we 
got the chance to get these tiny antelopes quite 
close.  There were more Rothschild’s Giraffes with 
three cute babies, more Warthogs with a herd of 
youngsters and a plethora of other game already 
mentioned.  We drove through the savannah 
overwhelmed by it all. 

 
Time passed by quickly and soon it was time to turn back for 

lunch.  At the jetty, we encountered a group of Olive Baboons and 
African Elephants.  The latter were feeding on the leaves of the tree 
and seemed to be oblivious to human presence at first, but soon, as 
one of the tourists approached them too close, they showed their 
discontent and chased the intruder away.    

 
We had scrumptious lunch at the lodge with choices from an a 

la carte menu, but we were too tired to be more adventurous and 
ended up having pizza, steak, fish fingers and spaghetti.    

 
At 12:15, we were ready to go again and drove to the jetty to take a boat ride on the Nile to 

Murchinson Falls.  There was confusion as to why Johnny could not join us at first, but with a bit of 
persuasion, he managed to come with us at the end.  As soon as we took off, nature unravelled itself in 
full glory. A group of Hippopotamus was noted first bathing close to the jetty.  This was probably the 
most abundant creature seen on this ride.   We passed by a number of groups, often with only the top of 
their heads and the eyes above the water.  On one 
occasion though, a huge individual came out on land 
which gave us an idea of its enormous size. 

Huge elephants were foraging at the water edge, with 
more of them found later on. The herds of Baboons, 
Defassa Waterbucks and Nile Crocodiles were also 
present along the way.   
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The colony of Red-throated Bee-eaters was very impressive and so was the number of Pied Kingfishes 
present along the river.  Three Carmine Bee-eaters were truly magnificent and so were the African Fish 
Eagles roosting either on trees or the sandy bank of the river.  Cattle Egret, Intermediate Egret, Grey, 
Purple and Goliath Herons were all present here.  On the way back, Johnny spotted a White-headed 
Wattle Lapwing and a Great Kingfisher crossed the waters in from of the boat.  Colobus Monkeys were 
foraging high in the canopy of the trees.   

 
 
 
Birds were astounding, but 

perhaps more memorable was a flock 
African Skimmers roosting on the 
sandbank on the edge of the water.  

 
 
 
 
As we reached the falls, we 

anchored on the rocks for a while to get a good view of them from the distance.  The Rock Pratincole 
showed itself well on the nearby rock as well as the African Pied Wagtail, but only some of us managed 
to see the former species.    

We covered a distance of 34 km (17 km one way|) within about three hours.   The boat ride was 
truly magnificent and the abundance of mammals and birds simply outstanding.   We were back at the 
lodge just after 5 pm with ample time to relax before dinner.  Some of us went for a swim and enjoyed 
refreshments afterwards.   

We gathered again in the restaurant at 19:30 for an evening meal. We had a four-course meal:  
pumpkin soup, followed by grilled aubergine, fish in a tasty coconut sauce with rice, spinach and 
cauliflower.  A pineapple flambé finished it off.   

 
The inventory of the bird list revealed that altogether, 97 species were seen today, with 13 species 

seen for the first and last day on this trip.     
 
 
 
 
 

 
Monday  3/02/14   

 
After, yet another early breakfast at 6:15 am, we left the lovely lodge and departed in the dark.  

There was already a queue for the ferry, but we managed to squeeze in.  A few Hippos kept a watchful 
eye on us in the shallow waters. 

We were heading southwards today towards the Kibale National Park.  As we 
left the park, a Helmeted Guineafowl crossed the road, followed shortly by a good 
sighting of a Black-backed Fiscal Shrike, Grey Kestrel, Vinaceous Dove.  Another 

short stop gave us Black-billed Barbet, Silverbird, Black-
headed Gonolek and a male Pintail Whydah, but not in their 
usual extravagant breeding plumage.  Speckled Mousebird, 
Common Bulbul, Rüppell’s Long-tailed and Lesser Blue-
eared Starlings were also present.   

Soon, Johnny spotted a Chestnut-crowned Sparrow-
weaver and Grey Hornbill posed for a picture.   As we drove 
through villages along the route, hundreds of Sand Martins 
were flying about, getting their migratory fat.  Of new species, 
Red-billed Quelea, African Hoopoe, Swallow-tailed Bee-eater 

emerged from nowhere.  Black-headed Gonolek was particularly abundant and 
seen on a few occasions en route.    

Day 4 
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Of raptors, Yellow-billed Kite was, as usual, notable, but we also had good views of the Western-
Banded Snake Eagle, Long-crested Eagle, Dark Chanting Goshawk and Wahlberg’s Eagle.  A Crested 
Guineafowls were particularly noisy and White-browed Coucal appeared briefly. 

Further along, Velvet Monkeys and Black-and-White Colobus Monkeys were foraging in the 
foliage of the trees.  A Striped Kingfisher perched on the wire, followed shortly by a sighting of Grey-
headed Kingfisher and then a magnificent Pygmy Kingfisher.  Spot-flanked Barbet was also seen by a 
few and a Beautiful Sunbird was soon admired by us all.   

In a little pool by the side of the road, we found Sacred Ibis, Great White Heron, Hamerkop, Saddle-
billed Stork, Common Squacco Heron, Common Sandpiper and Wood Sandpipers. 

Once again, a Western-banded Snake Eagle and, shortly afterwards, a Long-crested Eagle were seen 
perching in the distance.   

We had a quick stop by the side of the road to take a panoramic picture of the valley, and soon some 
of us watched a Violet-backed Starling, Cliff Chat (two males and one female), Chestnut-banded 
Sparrow-weaver and another Grey-headed Kingfisher. A Little Weaver was also spotted here by 
Johnny, flying in to its nest.   

In one of the villages, Doug spotted a Palm-nut 
Vulture.  Soon after, we were all looking at the 
magnificent Black-and-white-casqued Hornbill.  A 
Vieillot’s Weaver was shown to us by Johnny.   

A Red-tailed Monkey was seen briefly in the trees 
and Blue-spotted Wood-Dove soon was noted too. 

We stopped by a church to have lunch, but our 
presence generated some interest from local villagers 
and in no time at all, a substantial crowd with boys, 
girls, their mums, aunties, uncles and grannies came to 
watch us.  We intermingled with them and took some 
pictures.   

Black-and-White Colobus Monkey and soon later, 
L’Hoest’s Monkey were seen foraging in the trees, but 
proved once again to be too fast for us to photograph 
them.  More familiar birds such as European Bee-eater 
and Stonechat were also seen en route.  

Soon, we entered a tea plantation area, with fields of 
cultivated tea shrubs filling the horizon.  The houses 
here reflected the wealth of the area, being much bigger 
and more elaborate.   As we continued through green 
fields, we had a brief but good view of the Variable 
Sunbird.   

Another rewarding stop was to view Cinnamon-
chested Bee-eater, but soon other species were seen and 
these included Olive-bellied Sunbird, African Dusky 
Flycatcher, African Blue Flycatcher, Brown-throated 
Wattle-eye and White-chinned Prinia.  Here, we also 
identified another colourful tree, a Red-hot Poker Tree 
Erythrina abyssinica.    

Two Lizard Buzzards perched on the electric poles 
and soon later, we were looking at a Pink-backed 
Pelican and Crowned Hornbill by the lake. 

As we took a narrow road leading directly to our 
lodge, Johnny pointed to us Elephant Grass Pennistum 
purpureum, growing on both sides of the road.  I passed 
this on to Gordon, but he immediately replied:  “I can’t 
see any trunks”.  Here, White-rumped Swift circled 
around on the path. 

We arrived to our lodge around 8:00 pm.  The lodge 
is beautifully situated in the Bunyaruguru crater lake 
region and sits on a narrow ridge 1,432 m above sea 
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level.  It offers breath taking views over the ancient volcanic landscape set against the backdrop of the 
Rwenzori Mountains.  Our chalets were spacious and attractively decorated with bridal poster beds.  
Doug and Gordon went for a beer almost straight away and heard a cuckoo calling, which was later 
identified as the Red-chested Cuckoo.  

We soon gathered for an evening meal.  We had a four-course dinner:  a pumpkin soup to start with, 
followed by a grilled aubergine, then a fish in a coconut sauce with rice, spinach and cauliflower.  The 
pineapple flambé finished off the meal.  

Altogether, 92 species were recorded today, with 14 species seen for the first and last time on this 
trip.  

 
 
 
 

Tuesday  4/02/14    
 
We had an early start to the day, but a good one, because a cup of coffee was served at our doorstep 

by the staff of the lodge.  Half asleep though at the breakfast table, we were ready to drive off just after 
7:00 am.  But, before we took off, a Sooty Chat posed for a picture.  

It was a fresh, cool morning and we did not need to drive far to get our 
first birds.   A Yellow-throated Longclaw was hiding behind foliage, but we 
all managed to get a good view.  Speckled Mousebirds were flying about 
and, in the middle of the village, Red-billed Firefinches, Village Indigobirds 
and Grey-headed Sparrows were foraging.  A Common Fiscal has now 
become a familiar bird.  

Further along, we watched a Woodland Kingfisher and a Red-faced 
Cisticola showed up on the opposite side of the road.  Lesser-stripped 

Swallows were flying about, but our greatest excitement came when, on a single tree, we saw three 
Great Blue Turacos and two Black-and-white-casqued Hornbills together.  The photo opportunity 
though came much later, when the Great Blue Turaco flew across the road and sat only a few metres 
away from our vehicle.   

Soon, we added Tawny-flanked Prinia and Black-crowned Waxbill to the list.  Margaret was 
chuffed with herself when she identified a Grey-headed Sparrow on the road and made Gordon 
speechless. 

Greater excitement was yet to come, when an African Blue Flycatcher 
showed itself well in nearby trees.  It was flying between the trees, but 
eventually we tracked it down and were pleased with a prolonged view of this 
magnificent little bird. 

On a pineapple plantation, we saw an African Dusky Flycatcher and Bill 
managed to track down a Bronze Manikin for us. 

Eventually, we reached the Kibala National Park which is famed for its 
high diversity of primates.   We were immediately taken by the structure of this tropical rain forest with 
its thick canopy cover and all the epiphytes hanging down.   

At a brief stop by the stream, Cassin’s Grey Flycatcher drew our attention and a Red-chested 
Cuckoo was calling, which prompted Gordon and Doug to put a name to the bird they heard calling the 
previous night at the lodge.  Black-and-White Colobus Monkeys were spotted here foraging high in the 
canopy.   

 
We did not need to drive far before 

coming across a substantial group of Grey-
cheeked Mangabes.  They had a lot of fun 
jumping between the trees, following each 
other and then disappearing into the forest.   

Johnny then drove off with Gordon to 
the Kanyanchu visitor centre and we 
continued birding along the road, seeing a 
Speckled Tinkebird and a hearing Hairy-
breasted Barbet.  A Red-tailed Monkey 

Day 5 
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briefly appeared in the thick foliage of the trees. 
Soon we all re-united at the centre, where we hung about until one of the staff members turned up 

and took us for a walk into the forest.   
The park is a Protected Area under the Uganda Wildlife Authority, which allows local people to 

have controlled and sustainable access to selected forest resources. Traditionally, the Batooro and 
Bakiga tribes that live here, utilize the forest food, fuel, building materials and medicines.  As per the 
law, the community receives 20% of the park entrance fees for their development projects.   

The walk was pleasant and we saw, White-and-Black Colobus and Red-tailed Monkeys foraging in 
the canopy.  The forest was not particularly abundant in birds, but we managed to see a Green Sunbird, 
White-breasted Negrofinch, Vieillot’s Black Weaver, Black-headed Weaver and Red-tailed Bristlebill.   
A huge bracket fungus was identified by Gordon and Doug as Ganoderma spp. 
(a genus of polypore fungus which grows on wood, and includes about 80 species, many 
from tropical regions).  Doug also spotted a Boehm’s Squirrel, but it was so fast that only a few of us 
managed to get a glimpse of it.   

As we progressed through the forest, we were astounded by the number of butterflies we saw.  
Unfortunately, there is no comprehensive butterfly guide available for Uganda, and many of them 
remain unidentified.  

 
As it was getting hot, we returned to the centre for lunch and, just as we left the forest, a few, 

possibly female Blue-headed Tree Agamas, were lazing in an old fountain.   
We had a packed lunch today and as we enjoyed a bit of shade at the centre, we were dragged out 

into the open to see an African Crown Eagle soaring high in the sky.  Gordon and Margaret managed to 
spend some money in the local curio shop.    

Soon, it was time to take our drive back to the lodge.  As we drove 
through the forest, we came to an abrupt stop as a troop of Olive Baboons 
took over the road.  A while later, L’Hoest’s Monkeys were also spotted by 
the side of the road.  

We made another brief stop on a bridge, where a few Mountain Wagtails 
were flying about, but the biggest excitement was generated by a Cassin’s 
Hawk-Eagle soaring above us.    

As we continued driving through picturesque countryside dotted with 
busy little villages, we picked up a Gymnogene, Kestrel and Palm-nut 

Vulture.                                              We arrived to the lodge just 
after 3:00 pm, with ample time to rest before our dinner at 7:30 pm.  Doug went for a stroll around the 
lodge grounds and Bill took a walk back to a village where he had a good time snooping around the 
village school (photo on the left by Bill).  The rest of us lazed about and caught up on some chores, 
reading and rest.  As Margaret said: “We all needed a restorative afternoon”.  

Our dinner was as nice as ever, with tomato soup to start with, followed by guacamole and then 
chicken in cardamine sauce and rice.  Sticky toffee pudding finished off our meal nicely.  

Today, we recorded 51 species, of which six were recorded for the first and last time on this trip.   
 
 
 

 
Wednesday  5/02/14    

 
We all indulged in a hot drink this morning delivered to our doorstep just before 6:00 am.  By 7:45, 

after a light breakfast, we were on our way to the Kibale Forest.   A Sooty Chat, once again greeted us 
as we left the lodge, but then it was a rather quiet drive because we decided to ignore species that we 

Day 6 
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have already seen, in order to reach the forest in good time.  As we entered the 
forest, we saw a Red-tailed Monkey feeding by the side of the road.  

As we arrived at a visitor centre of the Bigodi wetland sanctuary, a busy 
colony of Black-headed and Vieillot’s Black Weavers grabbed our attention.  
The sanctuary is managed by the local community and the majority of the staff is 
from the community surrounding the park.   Soon, equipped with a local guide, 
we began our walk. 

We did not need to walk far to be overwhelmed by the birds: African Blue 
Flycatcher, Grosbeak Weaver, African Thrush, Green-headed Sunbird, African 
Goshawk, Tambourine Dove, Green Pigeon, Diederik Cuckoo, Brown-throated 
Wattle-eye, Green Crombec, African Shrike-flycatcher, White-chinned Prinia, to 
name just a few.   

We soon entered a narrow path along the forested swamp on one side and the open cultivated fields 
on the other.  Here, we saw Brown Illadopsis, Yellow White-eye, Little Greenbul, Great Sparrowhawk, 
Yellow-fronted Canary, Common Fiscal, Sacred Ibis and Doug, being hooked on squirrels on this trip, 
spotted a Red-legged Sun Squirrel for us.  Grey-headed Negrofinches and three Grey Parrots were also 
found in the open fields.   

We emerged again on a much wider road, where a Green Pigeon was seen by some of us, perching 
on the top of a tree.  Margaret, however, was unable to see it, so Doug grabbed her with both hands and 
“propelled” her in a place where she could see the bird better.  Margaret was ecstatic (being propelled or 
seeing a pigeon?).   A while later, an Ashy Flycatcher was pointed to us.  Gordon tried to show it to 
Margaret as well, but Doug sternly commented: “You have to propel Margaret to get a reward, 
Gordon.”  Naturally, this generated great laughter and 
Doug/Bill (?) could not resist commenting:  “This is such an 
interesting walk and some of it has to do with wildlife”.   

 
Fire Lily Scadoxus multiflorus with 

its bushy florets, growing on swampy 
grounds, was particularly attractive.  
Soon, we entered another narrow path 
which led us later on to a board-walk 

through a papyrus forest.  En route, we 
passed local people carrying out their 
daily duties, whether in a field or in the 

forest.  Bill was fascinated by the method used by locals to 
cut the wood.  Young boys were selling lovely statues of 
birds and Chimpanzees, made from mud, and displayed 
them along the path.  We all bought some goods, but 
Margaret, in particular, could not pass ignoring them and 
ended up with a bag full of wildlife memorabilia from the 
Kibala Forest by the end of the walk. 

The Red-tailed and Central African Red Colobus Monkeys were seen along the way.  More 
significant bird species seen here included Black-and-
white Shrike-flycatcher, Black Bishop, Cardinal 
Woodpecker, Yellow-spotted Barbet, Splended Starling, 
Slender-billed Greenbul, Collared and Superb Sunbirds.  
We then came across nine frantically foraging Great Blue 
Turacos, one of the bird species the sanctuary is famous 
for.  It was great to see these spectacularly colourful birds 
so close and for a prolonged time.     

We crossed open ground between the forests, where 
we saw Black-headed Heron, Blue-spotted Wood-Dove and Wooded Kingfisher. 

The local guide told us to speed up now, because our pace was too slow.  We seemed to stop and 
look at everything that moved, flew or just looked pretty.  These included a grasshopper, Leaf Beetle 
and Safari Ants.  More interesting birds encountered were Senegal Lapwing, Grassland Pipit, Compact 
Weaver, Purple-headed Starling, Black-and-white Mannikin, Bocage’s Bush-shrike, Brown-eared 
Woodpecker and Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird.   
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We eventually reached the information centre and the vehicle.  Locally made honey in plastic jars 
(which made all the difference to the weight of our check-in luggage) was on sale here and some of us 
purchased some to take home.    

As we drove through the Kibale Forest on our way back to the lodge, a Red-legged Sun Squirrel 
appeared briefly on the side of the road and then Johnny stopped the car suddenly, when two Black Bee-
eaters crossed the road in front of us.  They landed on the opposite side of the road and some of us 
managed to get a glimpse of these illusive and pretty birds.   

Our journey took us again through busy villages and cultivated fields of open countryside, where we 
came across Crested Eagle, Gymnogene, Northern Black Flycatcher and Steppe Buzzard.   

We reached the lodge just before 2:00 pm. It was great to come back to our lovely chalets and 
refresh before the final lunch at this great establishment.  We had a three-course lunch (tasty salad, 
macaroni and cheese, and a lemon slice) on the terrace with a great view over the lake.  The owner came 
to say hello to us and, later on, we had a cup of coffee with him.   He kindly then took out his huge 
astrological telescope and tried to focus on the ducks on the lake a considerable distance from us.  The 
trick was that we had an up-side-down view in the telescope which confused us more than anything.  
Johnny came to the rescue and decided that they were Knob-billed Ducks.    

 
We were sorry to leave this enchanting place, 

but there was a long journey ahead of us as we 
were heading for Queen Elizabeth National Park, 
so we said good-byes and took off. 

The journey was rather monotonous and since 
it was a hot afternoon, the birds were not 
particularly active either.  At Kasese, we stopped 
briefly for the petrol and continued on a tar road 
until we reached the Equator.  Here, we had a 
compulsory stop and pictures were taken at this 
significant crossing.    

We reached the Queen Elizabeth National 
Park in late afternoon and there was enough time 
to have a game drive around the park before 
proceeding to the lodge.   By the side of the road, 
we encountered African Mourning Dove and 
African Wattled Lapwing and, as we entered the 
park, our first Red-necked Spurfowl were spotted 
as well.  The bird list increased considerably as 
we drove through the park and these included 
Helmeted Guineafowl, Yellow-throated 
Longclaw, White-browed Coucal, Black-lored 
Babbler, Red-rumped Swallow, Zitting Cisticola, 
Pin-tailed Whydah, Rufous-naped Lark, Red-
billed Quelea, Gymnogene and Barn Swallow.  
The open savanna dotted with acacia and 
euphorbia, made game spotting relatively easy and in no time African Elephants, Uganda Kobs, Defassa 
Waterbucks and African Buffalos were admired by us browsing in the distance.   No signs of Lions 
though.   As we watched a Kittliz’s Plover and a Wattled Lapwing, a Pallid Harrier appeared soaring 
around us.  It was a pretty spectacular sight with a background of the sun-set.    

Soon, it was time to turn back and drive towards the lodge.  Johnny got himself into trouble (and so 
did we) entering the main gate two minutes before gate closure at 7:00 pm.  En route, we came across a 
herd of African Elephants, a number of Common Warthogs, but there was no time to stop, because the 
night was closing in on us.  We entered the gates of our posh Mweya Safari Lodge at dusk.  The lodge 
sits on top of a hill in the heart of Queen Elizabeth National Park overlooking Lake Edward at the point 
where the Kazinga Channel exits the lake.  With the Rwenzori Mountains to the north and the border 
with the Congo across the lake to the west, it offers stunning views all around.  

After a welcoming wet facecloth, a refreshing drink, followed by filling up the forms and an 
introduction by one the hotel’s staff, we were finally headed to our rooms.  Soon after, we met up at the 
bar for a drink before going for our evening meal.  We all felt a bit washed out and the perspective of an 
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early wake-up call prompted us to leave for beds quickly afterwards.  Today, we recorded 107 species 
of birds, of which 14 were recorded for the first and last time on this trip.   

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 6/02/14     
 
We gathered at 6:15 am for a cup of tea/coffee and some muffins/biscuits in the lounge before 

setting off for a birding and Lion searching tour around the Queen Elizabeth National Park.  
As the light was still poor, we ignored our first quick encounters with Brown Snake Eagle, African 

Fish Eagle and a few Buffalos hiding in the bushes.  A Red-necked Spurfowl and Spotted Hyena 
crossed the road.  A scan over the lake in the distance 
produced our first two Lesser Flamingos.   Soon, we also 
saw a familiar Palm-nut Vulture, Willow Warbler, followed 
by a Black-lored Babbler, Ring-necked Dove, Yellow-
backed Weaver, Fawn-breasted Waxbill and Yellow 
Longclaw.  

The aim this morning was to reach a short grass area as 
early as possible to increase our chance of seeing Lions.  
The sun soon rose over the savanna and our search began.  
A Rufous-naped Lark was particularly active this morning 
and was singing its heart out on the top of a bush.  As we 
stopped several times to scan the area, other vehicles passed 
us by and the information on whereabouts of Lions was 
exchanged between Johnny and other guides.  

Here, we saw a Woodchat Shrike for the first time.  As 
we watched a group of Uganda Kob involved in playful 
activity, we spotted Kittliz’s Plover and Senegal Lapwing; a 
further four Collared Pratincoles were a real bonus.  Soon, a 
Grassland Pipit posed beautifully for a picture.  Whinchat 
and Wattled Plovers were also seen, but the biggest interest 
was generated by the Fan-tailed Widowbird and a similar-
looking White-winged Widowbird.   

We stopped briefly at a craft market, but after quick 
visit to the toilet, a prompt browse through the stalls and 
taking pictures of the community-managed salt-pans in the 
distance, we took off again.  Johnny was given details where 
a Lion was spotted earlier today, so we drove off in search 
of this illusive animal. We went off the track, but apart from 
a Pallid Harrier and a White-throated Bee-eater, there was 
no sign of the Lion. 

We stopped for a late packed breakfast on a side track and managed to get even a cup of coffee.  
The coffee was particularly good and we already made a promise to go back home with a good supply 
of Ugandan coffee (and tea).   

Initially, rushing to give ourselves a good chance to see a Lion, we ignored all the other big 
mammals encountered along the way, but Margaret was soon rewarded with a good view of two African 
Buffalos by the side of the road. 

We took a slow ride back to the lodge.  En route, we stopped to admire Waterbucks, which were 
crossing the road, despite rather busy traffic.  Here, a Bateleur and White-backed Vulture were soaring 
high in the sky and soon another six White-backed Vultures were spotted.  A sighting of a Fish Eagle 
was also followed shortly by a Wahleberg’s Eagle.   

More stops to view African Buffalos, Common Waterhogs and Defassa Waterbucks were made, 
while at the same time a Golden-breasted Bunting, Brown Snake Eagle, Black-headed Gonolek, White-
throated Bee-eater, Red-billed Firefinch and African Fish Eagle were recorded.   

Day 7 
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It was getting unbearably hot so, by the time we arrived at the lodge, refreshments were on 
everybody’s minds.  We had lunch from an a la carte menu, but nobody felt like a big meal.  Yellow-
backed and Slender-billed Weavers accompanied us at the table, waiting for some leftovers and crumbs. 

A boat ride on the Kazinga Channel was planned for the afternoon and after sorting out the 
confusion about which boat was booked, we drove to the shore of Lake Edward below the lodge.  As we 
leaving the jetty, a Swamp Flycatcher and then a group of joyful Stripped Mongooses ran across the car 
park. 

We soon found out that we were in for a real treat here.  The boat moved slowly along the river 
bank and we got good views of a number of interesting mammals and birds.  African Buffalos were 
perhaps most numerous, lazing on the bank and so were the Hippos, some basking in the water and 
others sharing the bank with A. Buffalos.  At some stage, a baby Hippo was spotted alongside its 
mother, but as the boat approached, the baby quickly immersed in the water.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Waterbucks were also active on the bank and an African Elephant, resting its trunk on the tree, was 
admired by us all.   

Great White Pelican, African Spoonbill, Sacred and Hadada Ibises, three species of storks and six 
species of egrets and herons were seen, alongside a number of waders.  The latter included Curlew 
Sandpiper, Little Stint,  Ringed Plover, Greenshank, Marsh Sandpipers, Common Snipe, Grey Plover, 
Wood Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, Black-winged Stilt, African Wattled Lapwing, Spur-winged 
Lapwing and perhaps the most exciting of them all (for some!), a Caspian Lapwing.  The Water Dikkop 
was particularly abundant.  Seeing a Black Crake was a real pleasure and a number of African Jacanas 

were seen foraging on the swampy parts of the wetland.  Pied Kingfisher, as always, was very abundant 
along the bank, but we also had good views of the Malachite and Woodland Kingfishers.  Red-chinned 
Bee-eater looked particularly colourful in an afternoon light.  Yellow-billed Oxpeckers were also seen 
in good numbers, picking up parasites and ticks from both Buffalos and Hippos. 

At least two Nile Crocodiles were seen lazing on the bank and two Nile Monitor Lizards, in their 
colourful patterns, posed for a picture as well. 

Towards the end of the tour, we came across a big flock of Gull-billed Terns alongside about 400 
African Skimmers.  The latter took to the air, as we approached them closer.  They flew close to the 
water in perfect harmony, graciously entwined and with inconceivable velocity. We were almost in 
touching distance with them as they flew around us. They then turned back and settled again on the 
bank. Magic! 

But, perhaps the biggest star of the trip was the African 
Fish Eagle, which was seen on several occasions at the edge 
of the water, on the bank and perching on trees.  The most 
rewarding and a breath taking view though we had when one 
individual caught a Tilapia fish in front of us and carried it in 
its claws a few metres from the boat.   

A trip on the boat was a great success especially when 
tasteful snacks and beverages were served.   
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As we drove back to the lodge, a few White-headed Saw-wings flew across the road in front of us.  

We had over two hours till dinner, so it was perfect time to catch up on some chores and rest.  We 
gathered again at 7pm at the bar to do a check-list, which revealed that altogether 115 species of birds 
were recorded today with 12 species seen for the only time on the trip.   

Today, we had a buffet-type dinner, with a great selection of salads, main courses and deserts.  
Content, soon afterwards, we parted to bed.   

 
 
 
 
 

Friday  7/02/14  
 
We had our breakfast at a luxurious 7:00 am today and by 8:00 am we were ready to leave.  Birds 

were active as ever in the hotel grounds, so before we left, we managed to see a Northern Black 
Flycatcher, three species of weaver, two species of sunbird and a Yellow-throated Canary.   

The Bwindi Impenetrable Forest was our destination today.  First, though, we intended to make an 
effort to find the Lions which have a rather peculiar habit of lounging on top of the trees in the southern 
parts of the Queen Victoria National Park.  As we drove through the park, we came across a White-
browed Tchagra, White-throated Bee-eater, Helmeted Guineafowl, Long-crested Eagle, Black-headed 
Gonolek, Crowned Hornbill and Blue-naped Mousebird.  Our first Snowy-headed Robin-Chat and 
Green-winged Pytilia were welcome additions.       

We stopped briefly for Doug to take picture of a White-browed Coucal perching in a bush.  A while 
later, we listening with envy as he commented on the pictures he took: “On the first look they look all 
right – I got the bars on its rump!” 
      Two Double-toothed Barbets with their contrasting red, white and black plumage look particularly 
attractive.  On seeing our first unidentifiable Trilling Cisticola, Bill could not resist commenting: ”…As 
oppose to Siffling and Zitting Cisticolas….”.   

The African Crake was flushed from the side of the road, but only a few of us saw it.  We entered 
now the southern part of the Queen Elizabeth National Park, where, on the left side of the road, Flat-top 
Acacia Acacia abyssinica dominated the landscape, but the open grassland savanna was on the right 
side.  Soon the landscape changed again and we entered thick rain forest.  Here, we had a courtesy stop 
and Brown Snake Eagle posed for us on the top of a tree.  However, as soon as we made a sudden 
movement, the bird took off.  While Doug followed it a bit further in an attempt to take a picture, the 
rest of us admired a Yellow-breasted Apalis, which appeared in front of us.  

Another brief stop was made soon after to view our only Ross’s Turaco on this trip.  Two birds were 
feeding in the canopy and a Grey Hornbill flew across.  A Pygmy Kingfisher was seen in the nearby 
bushes later on as well as our first and only Stout 
Cisticola.   

As we drove through a rather monotonous 
landscape, Johnny made a sudden stop and we could not 
believe our luck - a female Lion looked at us from a 
tree, just metres away from the vehicle.  Cameras 
started to click away, but to our great disappointment, 
with all the commotion in the vehicle, the lion decided it 
had enough and so it jumped off the tree and walked 
away.  As we watched it disappearing in the distance, it 
suddenly stopped, turned its heard towards us and gave 
us its last look.  A few seconds later, it was gone.   

As we continued further, our new antelope, a Topi, 
showed itself.  Some monkeys were also briefly 
encountered foraging on the trees, including White-and-Black Colobus Monkey, Velvet Monkey, Red-
tailed Monkey and Olive Baboons.  New species of birds included Mosque Swallow and Plain-backed  

Day 8 
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Pipit.  We passed by a Cisticola-type bird, but nobody bothered to 
find out what species it was, so Gordon named it a “Wobbling 
Cisitcola”.   

We entered the Ishasha area now and proceeded to a reserve 
that was dominated by Fig trees.  These Fig trees are favoured 
by lions, so we spend at least an hour driving around and 
looking into every considerably sized tree.  Instead of a Lion, 
though, we encountered a number of interesting bird species, 
including another Ross’s Turaco, Green Woodhoopoe, 
Woodland Kingfisher, Hooded Vulture and Levaillant’s Cuckoo.  
“The boys” needed a courtesy stop, so what do you do in a Lion infested country?  Well, 
apparently, they stood back to back in the call of nature and looked out for each other; what’s 
more, they saw a new species of cisticola and named it the “Peeing Cisticola!”   

We stopped to view an Elephant, but managed to get a good view of Nubian Woodpecker 
as well. Further along, we saw White-throated Bee-eater, another Hooded Vulture, Bateleur, 
White-headed Barbet, Stripped Kingfisher and a magnificent African Black-headed Oriole.   

We also had lunch here within the safety of our vehicle.  White-headed Barbet was calling 
intensely, but did not want to “reveal itself in an appropriate manner”, as Margaret rightly 
pointed out.   

On the way from the reserve, we encountered Flappet Lark, Broad-billed Roller, 
Gymnogene, Blue-cheeked Bee-eater and Fan-tailed Widowbird.  As we left the Ishasha and 
continued south, we came across a number of birds of prey, including Wahlberg’s Eagle, Grey 
Kestrel and Augur Buzzard.  

As we progressed further south, the savanna was replaced by the cultivated fields and tea 
plantations.  Houses seemed to be more elaborate here and people better off.  Johnny took us to 
a tea factory, where we purchased some local tea to take home with us.     

We reached the Mahogany Springs Lodge in late afternoon.  It was lovely to be welcomed again 
with a refreshing drink and a wet facecloth.  The staff was very friendly and soon led us to our chalets, 
which all had little patios in front overlooking the splendid Revenzoni Mountains.   

At 19:00 we met up again for our evening meal and we concluded the evening with an inventory of 
the birds.  Altogether, 113 species of birds were 
recorded today, with seven species recorded for 
the only time on the trip.   

We all were pleasantly surprised when we 
returned to our chalets later that evening, because 
we found unexpected hot water bottles cosily 
tucked away under our duvets – all that is, except 
Gordon who got the fright of his life when 
positioning himself comfortably in his bed!   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Saturday  8/02/14    

 
Today was an epitome of our visit to Uganda – Mountain Gorilla 

tracking.  
After breakfast, we drove to Bwindi National Park headquarters, 

where we were briefed by one of the staff members.  He passed on 
useful information about what to expect and what Bwindi is all about.  
We were then allocated our guide, Obed (photo below by Margaret), who 

Day 9 
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also gave us a briefing on how to behave in front of gorillas, etc.  We were designated to track the 
Rushegura group of gorillas, which consists of 10 gorillas led by one silverback.  This group became 
available to tourists in July 2004.  Three other Americans joined our group and soon a number of porters 
emerged and pairing up took place.  We could see a sparkle in Bill’s eye, when a young girl porter went 
straight towards him. 

 

 
Johnny drove us to the bottom of our trail and, after quick reorganisation, we were ready to take the 

walk.   
The walk was not strenuous at first, as we passed houses and cultivated fields on the slopes. Curious 

children gathered along our route to watch us pass.   
As we gained elevation, the forest became thicker, but the well designated path made the climb 

easier.  Through a gap in the canopy, we had great views over the surrounding valley and could even see 
our lodge.  It was difficult to see any birds though, because the forest was rightly named impenetrable, 
but the calls we heard all around us, including a Mountain Oriole, reminded us of their presence.   

We had a few stops to rest and catch our breath.  The porters were very good and their presence and 
help definitely added a spark to the whole experience.  Soon, 
we were told to wear the gloves and then  
we went off the track.  The walk here was more demanding, but 
manageable and in no time at all we suddenly came to a 
standstill.  Before we knew, a Gorilla passed us by below the 
path.  At this point, the porters with our rucksacks stayed 
behind and we were led by the trackers and a guide to the 
foraging Gorillas. 

It was difficult to comprehend the whole experience at first.  

There was a young male gorilla 
feeding just a few metres from us, a 
few others were foraging in the 
canopy and another one decided to 
climb a small tree just a few metres 
from us.  We were virtually 
surrounded by them.  The Gorillas 
were totally oblivious to our presence 
and foraged happily, allowing us to 
take pictures and watch them.  They 
were not very cooperative though and 
there was no posing for cameras.  In 
fact, when the young most 
photographed male turned towards 
us, giving us a deep gaze and then 
turning back deeper into the forest, 
we knew the show was over.   

The guide then took us to a lower 
elevation where the silverback was 
feeding with a few younger members 
of the group.  Here, although we only 
moved a few metres down, the slope 
was steep and slippery and almost all 
of us at some stage fell to the ground.  

We spend another half an hour watching the silverback.  Although we were just a few metres away from 

Bwindi Impenetrable National Park is part of the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest, situated along 
the Democratic Republic of Congo border.  It comprises 331 km2 of both montane and lowland 
tropical forest and its altitude ranges between 1,160 and 2,607 m above sea level.   About 400 
Mountain Gorilla (15 groups) live in Bwindi, which is more than half of the world’s population.  
Of those, four Gorilla groups are habituated and available for tourists daily. 
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him, it was difficult to stay still because the slope was steep.  So, we were wobbling from side to side 
and falling ever so often.  Gordon was the best at it!  And although we never managed to get a full view 
of the silverback, the whole experience of being so close to the Gorillas, needless to say, was 
unforgettable and later voted as the most memorable wildlife event of the trip.   

  
When the silverback turned away, we knew the show was 

over and it was time to turn back.  The porters joined us and, boy, 
we needed them – they kept picking us up, holding and pulling, as 
we took a shortcut across steep and uneven slopes!  The trackers 
in front, equipped with machetes, cut the vegetation to make a 
route for us.  

 
After a considerable climb down, we eventually reached an 

area where we could have a comfortable lunch.  From there, it was 
a short walk to the pick up vehicles.  However, our walk has 
slowed down a bit, because there were a few attractions on the 
way: children displayed their drawing of gorillas and some 
wooden carved statues of gorillas were also on display.    

 
Soon, it was time to say good-bye to the guides and porters and a memorable picture of us all was 

taken. 
 
On arrival to the lodge, we had a nice surprise.  Unexpectedly, the staff welcomed us with a cold 

glass of juice and a wet facecloth.  We decided then to have a two-hour break to recover from our 
morning trip.  Margaret, Anne, Bozena and Bill were taken then by Johnny back to a village for some 
retail therapy, whereas Gordon and Doug stayed behind and did some birding around the lodge.   

 
We all gathered again just before our evening meal for a drink and 

learned that Margaret spent almost all her money on supporting all local 
community projects in the village! Bill, on the other had, on his earlier 
return to the lodge after shopping, managed not only to see but also 
photograph fabulous Double-toothed Barbet and Brown-throated Wattle-
eye (picture on the left by Bill).   

 
At the dinner 

table, we reminisced 
on our encounters 

with Mountain Gorillas.  Margaret, Anne and Bill 
had an excuse to get another bottle of red wine to 
celebrate our eventful face-to-face with Mountain 
Gorillas.   We only then realised that Bill was so 
enchanted by the gorillas at the time that not a 
single swear word came out of his mouth!  “It was 
like going to heaven, you do not know what to 
expect”- Doug reflected on the event and Gordon 
summarised his meeting with gorilla by saying: ”I did gorillas today with three sensible women and two 
unstable men”, referring to the continuous falling down on slippery slopes.   After a very enjoyable 
dinner, content, we parted to our chalets.   

 
Today, only 38 bird species were recorded and of these one species was recorded for the first and 

the last time on the tour.  



 18

 
Sunday  9/02/14   

 
We had our breakfast at 7:00 am today and, soon after, we were on our way to the Bwindi National 

Park headquarters again for a day’s walk in this famous impenetrable forest.  The Angola Swallow flew 
past us by as we drove through the village.   

On arrival, Fred, a park guide joined us on the walk, as 
well as two armed body guards, Saidi and Kastana, who 
trailed behind us as we walk through the forest.  Later on the 
walk, Margaret, diplomatically tried to get on good terms 
with them both.   

We started birding on the road and immediately we 
were drawn to the calls of Little Greenbul.  Soon after, other 
birds started to emerge, so we made little progress in the 
first half an hour.  We struggled to see the birds though in 
the thick canopy, but before we knew we had a selection of 
them on our list: Bocage’s Bush-shrike, Cameroon Sombre 
Greenbul, Pink-footed Puffback, Black-necked Weaver, 
Elliot’s Woodpecker, White-breasted Negrofinch, Black-
and-white-casqued Hornbill and African Emerald Cuckoo. 

There was no sign of the sun today, and as the sky 
looked cloudy, there was a chance of the rain.  At that point 
though, it felt cool but humid.   

As we walked further along the road, we picked up a 
Grey-headed Negrofinch, Brown-capped Weaver, Double-
collared Sunbird, African Paradise Flycatcher, White-chinned Prinia, Yellow White-eye and Yellow-
throated Greenbul.  Lesser Striped and Angola Swallows flew over the road.   

Further up the road, we had a glimpse of other more exciting species such as Brown-throated 
Wattle-eye, Mackinnon’s Fiscal, African Blue-flycatcher, Grey-throated Barbet, Slender-billed 
Greenbul and the magnificent Black-billed Turaco. 

Klaa’s Cuckoo, familiar to some of us, was viewed and we glimpsed Red-headed Malimbe, Narrow-
tailed Starling, Petit’s Cuckooshrike, Red-tailed and Ansorge’s Greenbul.   A Red-throated Alethe was 
calling and Equatorial Akalat was responding well to Johnny’s lure.  We then came across a rather dull 
looking Willcock’s Hineyguide, followed by a far more colourful and spectacular looking Bar-tailed 
Trogon.   
      A L’Hoests’ Monkey jumped between the branches and, as we progressed further, African Shrike-
flycatcher, Sooty Flycatcher and Hairy-breasted Barbet were recorded.  The true excitement though was 
experienced by a spectacular Black Bee-eater. 

A Dusky Tit was soon spotted and we had a prolonged view of a Black-throated Apalis nibbling 
mosses on a tree.  Here, we were distracted by a Nubian Woodpecker feeding high in the tree, where we 
also spotted a very attractive looking White-headed Wood-hoopoe foraging alongside the woodpecker.   

A Mountain Illadopsis was the last species we managed to see before the heavens opened.  It had 
begun to drizzle a while earlier, but only when the heavy rain started, did we decide to turn back.  The 
sky looked grey and heavy and there was no sign that the rain would stop soon.  

We covered ourselves with raincoats and marched on, until a reasonable site for a picnic was found 
by Doug.  By that time, we needed our lunch badly.   

After consuming our lunch, the rain intensified again 
and we decided to call it a day. 

 
As we arrived at the lodge, we were all in need of a 

coffee.  So, after sorting ourselves out, we gathered at 
2:00 pm on the veranda of the lodge.  The staff were, as 
always, extremely friendly and organised a table, chairs 
and a great pot of Ugandan coffee.   

 
We soon realised that the lodge’s grounds was filled 

with birds and we did not need to walk far to make a 

Day 10 
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reasonable bird list.  We had good views of White-chinned Prinia, 
Black-necked Weaver, Bronze and Red-chested Sunbirds, 
Mackinnon’s Fiscal, Grey-capped Warbler, Northern Puffback, Rock 
Martin, Chubb’s Cisticola and Brown-throated Wattle-eye.  In 
particular, a huge tree in front of the lodge hosted a number of birds.  
On the lower part of the trunk, a Blue-headed Tree Agama was lazing 
in the sun.      

Soon, Doug got itchy feet and disappeared in search for new photo 
challenges.  Johnny though appeared and resolved some birding 
mysteries for us.   

The rest of the afternoon we spent on individual birding and 
photography around the lodge grounds.  Margaret and Gordon though 
ventured outside and went together for a walk along the river bank.   

We gathered at 7:00 pm for an evening meal.  As it turned out, we all had enjoyable time and 
collectively added species such as Speckled Mousebird, Black-and-white Mannikin, Double-toothed 
Barbet, Vieillot’s Black Weaver, White-tailed Blue-flycatcher, Green-headed and Green-throated 
Sunbirds, Snowy-headed Robin-Chat and Grey-capped Warbler.  

Gordon was in a good spirit and could not stop making reference to Doug and himself as the two 
Silverbacks of the group.  Anne, on the other hand, was ignored by the waiter when he poured the last 
drops of wine to the glasses, and so she ended up with a glass of fresh wine straight from the bar, as a 
gesture of apology from the waiter.    

   
In summary: altogether, we saw 87 species of birds today, of which 26 species were seen for the 

first and last time on the trip.   
 
 
 
 

 
Monday  10/02/14    

 
Today, we had a whole day of driving ahead of us, but the good news was, that there was some 

birding along the way as well.  Our aim was to reach the Lake Mburo National Park.  So, after having 
breakfast and sorting out the bar bills, we said good-bye to the most friendly lodge staff we came across 
on our tour.   

As soon as we hit the road, a Gymnogene and four Grey Crowned Cranes flew over.  But, it was a 
tea plantation that brought us to a stand still.  The tea-pickers were all out in the field providing perfect 
photo opportunity, something we wanted to capture for some time now.  

As we drove through terraced mountains and open plains interspaced with small villages and towns, 
our list of birds grew steadily.  We came across species such as Augur Buzzard, Common Fiscal, our 
first and the only on the trip Holub’s Golden Weaver, Long-crested Eagle, African Green Pigeon, Blue-
cheeked Bee-eater, Black-headed Heron, Fan-tailed and Red-collared Widowbirds, Black-shouldered 
Kite, Pin-tailed Whydah, Speckled Mousebird, White-headed Barbet and familiar to us all, Whinchat.    

But, not only birds drew our attention.  We also encountered by the 
side of the road Vervet Monkey, and our first Tantulus Monkey, which 
quickly disappeared into the bushes.  Soon after, a pack of Olive 
Baboons showed off as well, with a big male revealing a huge set of teeth 
in a big yawn.  These sightings were followed later by a brief appearance 
of Black-and-white Colobus Monkey.  

Birds of prey began to show as well, with species such as Western 
Banded Snake-Eagle, White-headed Vulture, Bateleur and African Fish 
Eagle.   

The Long-tailed Cormorants flew in the distance in a V-formation 
flock and was mistaken, at a first glance, for geese.     

We had a brief stop at the busy town of Mharara to re-fuel and then, shortly afterwards, it was time 
to have a break for a most deserved lunch.  Our picnic site was once again the door step of a colourfully 
painted church.  A few locals watched us intensely by the side of the road as we scoffed our lunch.  

Day 11 
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Coffee was a great addition to our treats.  A while later, a Dutch cyclist, whom we passed by earlier, 
joined us for his lunch break.  We had a little bonding with him but soon it was time to hit the road 
again. 

We did not drive far, when a Grey Crowned Crane foraging in a swamp by the road attracted our 
attention.  Inevitably, the cameras were clicked away.  Four Hadeda Ibises and an Auguar Buzzard flew 
in the distance.   

Other notable and somewhat more colourful birds were encountered en route including Broad-billed 
and Lilac-breasted Rollers and Blue-naped 
Mousebirds.  Further raptors were also seen and those 
included Brown Snake Eagle, Black-chested Snake 
Eagle and Grey Kestrel.   

At about 3:00 pm, we drove off the main road 
and entered a gravel road to the Lake Mburo National 
Park.  As Johnny explained to us, in this part of the 
park, local people were allowed to live, so in no time 
at all we came across a substantial herd of Ankole 
Cattle with its disproportionally large horns.  We 
were fascinated by them, particularly that Johnny 
promised us that we would see big herds of these 

cattle by the end of the trip.  And there they were, marching in the middle of the road, and more of them 
emerging from the bushes from behind and the side of the vehicle by a minute.  We watched and 
photographed them and eventually had to force our way through.    

 
We entered now flat savanna, where game became more abundant.  For the first time, Burchell’s 

Zebra and elegant Impala were soon seen.  As we drove off the road to get a better view of the zebras, a 
Striated Heron, Malachite Kingfisher, Wattled and Rüppell’s Long-tailed Starlings and Red-necked 
Spurfowl were spotted by a small pond.  Warthogs were also busy running about.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Soon, we encountered other game such as Defassa Waterbuck, Bushbuck, Hartebeest and 
unexpected Uganda Kob.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crested Francolin with some chicks ran across the plain and a Bare-faced Go-away-bird was noted 
on the top of a bush, to Margaret’s ecstatic joy.   

Other bird species encountered on the road included a young Fish Eagle perching on a distant tree, 
Grey-backed Fiscal, Fawn-breasted Waxbill, Trilling Cisticola, our first Coqui Francolin, Green Wood-
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hoopoe, a young Bateleur and the first and the only Lesser Masked 
Weaver seen on the trip.  Just before we reached our lodge, a group 
of Vervet Monkeys was noted foraging in the acacia tree.   

We arrived at our secluded camp in early afternoon and were 
straight let to the restaurant/bar/reception area, where we were 
welcomed with a cold drink and a warm facial cloth.  The interior 
of the place was of a high standard and set on raised wooden 
platforms offering a stunning view over the distant lake Mburo and 
the surrounding savanna.  As the sun was setting, we admired the 
view.   

Our tents were within walking distance of the restaurant and 
had a touch of luxury as well.  They were well equipped, had a 
wooden decking/veranda and en-suite bathroom, a separate toilet 
and a shower room.  Hot water, however, had to be especially 
delivered by staff for a shower.  

We gathered again an hour later for an evening meal, which 
turned out to be one of the best on the trip.  We started with a wonderful guacamole, followed by 
vegetable soup, then tender beef with potatoes and vegetables.  We finished off with banana cake and 
coffee.   

There was no time to relax though, because 
owl and nightjar viewing was planned for 
tonight.  Equipped with our torches, we drove 
into the darkness not exactly knowing what to 
expect.  We did not drive far, when our first 
Black-shouldered Nightjar responded well to 
Johnny’s lure and flew around us.  As we drove 
further, a big herd of Buffaloes emerged from 
the darkness and amused us for a while.  We 
played a lure again elsewhere and this time we all could see the flashing eyes of a Square-tailed Nightjar 
which flew towards us and then settled in nearby bushes.  We also tried to lure a Swamp Nightjar, but 
unsuccessfully.  African Scops-Owl though responded well and soon we were listening to its musical 
“krrrou” just metres away from us.  However, this tiny bird was so well camouflaged that, despite 
Johnny’s persistent efforts, only some of us managed to make out its contours.  On the way back, we 
came across a Hippo by the side of the road.  It was pretty amazing to see the full size of this animal at a 
considerable distance from a lake.  

We finished off the day on a high, because as we arrived to the camp, a Black-shouldered Nightjar 
took off from the middle of the road in front of us, giving everybody a perfect view.  Content, we parted 
to our beds.   

  
Altogether, 96 species of birds were recorded today, with eight species seen for the only time on the 

trip.   
 
 
 

Tuesday 11/02/14   
 
The early morning wake-up call did not feel so bad when a pot of coffee/tea materialised on the 

table outside our tents.  An indulgence we could all easily get used to!  So, in good spirit we all gathered 
in our “open air” restaurant for breakfast. Impala grazed just outside the restaurant, getting us all up and 
lucky Doug saw Black-winged Nightjar earlier in the morning.  Margaret expressed her disappointed 
though, because no monkeys invaded her tent at night!  She was compensated a while later when a 
gorgeous Bare-faced Go-away-bird posed for her in the car park.   

Impala greeted us straight after we left the lodge and an Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove was quickly 
viewed.  But perhaps the more exciting moment came minutes later when Johnny spotted a Black-
bellied Bustard displaying in the tall grass. 

Day 12 
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As we drove through the bushy thickets of wooded savanna, we recorded Greater Blue-eared 
Starling, Striped Kingfisher, Croaking Cisticola, Blue-naped and Speckled Mousebirds, Yellow-throated 
Longclaw, Crowned Hornbill and White-browed Coucal.  Sulphur-breasted Bush-shrike responded well 
to Johnny’s gentle whistle.  

At this point, Impala and 
Warthogs were encountered 
frequently and, suddenly a big 
herd of Buffalos appeared in the 
distance.  Some of them had 
Yellow-billed Oxpeckers on their 
backs and as many as six of them 
were seen on a single Buffalo.   

Soon, we had a longer stop, 
when about 20 Dwarf Mongooses appeared by the side of the road and started to cross one by one to our 
amusement.   

 

 
As we drove further, an African Cuckoo, another Bare-faced Go-away-bird, Malachite Kingfisher, 

Wahlberg’s Eagle and Brown Parrot were all seen well. Our first Eland was also spotted as well as more 
Warthogs, Burchell’s Zebras, Defassa Waterbucks and Impalas.   

After our initial excitement of seeing our first Lappet-faced Vulture, we were overjoyed by at least 
30 African White-backed Vultures roosting on the trees in the distance or flying right beside us.  On the 
way back to the camp we also recorded Green Woodhoope, Crowned Hornbill, Cardinal, Stripped and 
Woodland Kingfishers and a calling Spot-flanked Barbet.  

At the camp, it was good to refresh ourselves in the comfort of our tents, which the staff kindly 
allowed us to use, despite the fact that another big group was arriving at lunch time.   

In the heat of the day, the butterflies seem to be more abundant than ever and a pair of Blue-naped 
Mousebirds posed for a picture in front of the restaurant.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our lunch was delicious as ever, with onion soup to start and followed by a delicious mix of pizza, 
Tilapia fish, potatoes, avocado, cashew nuts, etc.   Content, we soon were ready to hit the road again.   

 
As we drove through the Mburo Lake National Park, 

some more game were noted, including a spectacularly 
large herd of Eland, the likes of which even Johnny have 
not 
seen 
before.   
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The drive on the main road was rather monotonous, as we passed many villages and small towns, 
until we reached the Kaku Swamp.  Here, 
Johnny drove off the road and brought us to the 
edge of the Kaku swamp filled with about 200 
Grey Crowned Cranes.  To see such a big 
number of these spectacular birds was one of 
the most memorable experiences of the trip.  
They waded in the water scooping some prey 
and spread out as far as we could see.  Some of 
them lifted off as two boys encroached on the 
wetland, but soon they came back to continue 
foraging.  The afternoon sun light casted lovely 

shadows and reflections and the lilac water lilies added a splendid colour to the scene.  It was quite a 
sight.  Other waterbirds were also present and those included Yellow-billed Duck, Hottentot Teal, 
African Jacana, Wood Sandpiper, Ruff, Black-winged Stilt, Common Greenshank, Marsh Sandpiper, 
Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, Little Egret and Spur-winged Goose.   

We continued driving on the main road for a while, but soon Johnny turned along a gravel road.  
This was meant to be a shortcut, but proved to be dusty.  Here, we saw the poorest side of rural Uganda, 
yet with friendly and smiley faces.  Children waved happily to us on their way home from school.   

We reached the lodge in late afternoon feeling rather exhausted and needless to say dusty, with 
Gordon looking like a Red-crested Turaco, according to Doug!   

It was nice though to gather in front of the lodge on the veranda later in the evening where we had a 
pleasant meal consisting of tomato soup, vegetable curry and chocolate cake.  

  
The itinerary of our check list revealed that today, we saw 98 species of birds, with 8 species seen 

for the first and the last time.   
 
 
 

Wednesday  12/02/14 
 
It was our last day in Uganda, but definitely not a relaxing one because all our focus today was on 

seeing a Shoebill.  So, after an early morning breakfast at 6:15 am, we departed from the lodge in the 
dark.  Margaret urged Johnny the previous night to take a ferry this morning to avoid driving along a 
dusty road that we took the previous day, and so we ended up at the ferry terminal 10 minutes later.  
Once we found ourselves fifth in a queue it was just a matter of waiting for the ferry to arrive from the 
other side of the lake.   

It was a busy terminal with boats coming and going 
and people busily attending their daily routines.  As the 
darkness has lifted, we were surprised by the amount of 
birds we could see:  Opened-billed Stork, Knobed-billed 
Duck, Hadada Ibis, Sacred Ibis, Pied Crow, African 
Marsh Harrier, Rüppell’s Long-tailed Starling, Barn 
Swallow, Black-headed Weaver, Blue-headed Coucal and 
our first House Sparrow on the tour.   

A 30-minute crossing was rather uneventful and, after a short drive, we found ourselves at the 
Mabamba swamps.  It is a large and accessible wetland near the village of Mabamba on the shores of 
Lake Victoria, which has been designated as an Important Bird Area and a Ramsar Site.   The local 
community living around the swamps have organized themselves into a conservation group and act as 
guides.   Soon, in two dug-out canoes, we headed deep into the Papyrus swamps in search for the 
epitome of our trip, the enigmatic Shoebill. 

As we moved through narrow channels and then onto an open waters of the Lake Victora, we saw a 
number of species, including Blue-headed Coucal, Pied, Malachite and African Pygmy Kingfishers, 
Yellow-billed and White-faced Whistling Ducks, Swamp Flycatcher, Winding Cisticola, Weyns’s 
Weaver, African Jacana, Black Crake, Common Moorhen, Wood Sandpiper, Common Squacco,   
Striated, Grey and Purple Herons, Long-tailed Cormorant, and Little and Intermediate Egrets.   

Day 13 
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We did not move far, when a Shoebill was spotted, foraging in an open swamp. We anchored just a 

few metres away from it and watched and photographed it intensely.  However, its movements were so 
rare than it almost looked like a slow motion.  On a few occasions, the bird stretched its neck and it 
looked as if it would grab a fish at any time, but then seconds later, it retreated to its original position 
again and stood there motionless, testing our patience.   

Spot-necked Otter suddenly was seen swimming, a flock of 
White-winged Terns flew in a distance and a Swamp Flycatcher 
appeared briefly in the nearby papyrus.     

Satisfied with our face to face meeting with a Shoebill, we 
turned back.  A few birds were flushed from the bank on a way 
back, including a gorgeous Blue-breasted Bee-eater.  

After quickly viewing a busy colony of three species of weavers 
(Black-headed, Vieillot’s Black and Northern Brown-throated) on 
one tree over the water, we were ready to face the remaining half of 
the day. 

What followed though was a rather longish wait for the ferry, 
but the birdlife was abundant all around us, so there was no problem 
filling the time.  Here, we saw Grey Kestrel, Hadada Ibis, Black-
winged Stilt, Barn Swallow and Pied Kingfisher.  In fact, there were 
about 50 of the latter species flying along the water bank.  There was 
uncertainty whether we would be allowed to board the ferry, but Johnny pulled a few strings and, 
indeed, we were allowed to skip the queue.  A few species were noted from the boat, but a most 
rewarding group of Garganey was spotted by Doug.  

Soon later, we were on our way to the Botanical Garden.  We had not seen Johnny being so excited, 
as he spotted a White-crested Turaco for the first time in the Botanical Garden.  We anchored at a picnic 
side by Lake Victoria and had our lunch.   

The birds were abundant here, so we all had free time to indulge in whatever we fancied.  Doug and 
Bill ventured deeper into the garden, whereas the rest of us were satisfied with the birding opportunities 
on the shore.   Here, Yellow-billed and Black Kites were coming for a drink and a bath, Madagascar and 
White-throated Bee-eaters were scooping their prey in the air, Hamerkop, Spurwing Lapwing, Open-
billed Stork and Wood Sandpiper were all foraging on the water edge.  A few Pied Kingfishers were 
diving in and out of the water and Malachite Kingfisher perched on a pole, trying to decide on a prey.  
Black-winged Stilt soon arrived and joined the foraging frenzies.  In nearby trees, the A. Fish Eagle and 
Palm-nut Vultures settled for a while.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We all gathered together at 15:00 and decided that it was time to return to the lodge and get ready 

for our return journey home. 
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Latin name English name/discription 
1 Papilio phorcas Apple-green Swallowtail/Green Banded Swallowtail 
2 Acraea sp. Brown/orange butterlies in Bwindi 
3 Colotis  sp. Orange tip butterfly in Mburo lake & Kibale Forest
4 Eurema  sp. Yellow butterfly in Kibale Forest
5 Hypolicaena  sp Butterly with elongated "tail" in Kibale Forest

At the lodge, we were given a secluded space by the swimming pool, where it was good to re-pack, 
have a shower, have a drink and relax.  Doug, on the other hand, spent most of his time chasing the 
birds around the garden in search for those winning shots.  A Red-chested Sunbird and Black-headed 
Gonolek entertained us for a while at a bird-bath, but, unfortunately, most of us had our cameras already 
packed.   We did though the inventory of the bird list and found out that 94 species of birds were seen 
today, with 10 bird species seen for the first time.  

We had our dinner on the patio overlooking the swimming pool and in this relaxed atmosphere we 
reflected on the tour and agreed that it was one of the best tours we have ever embarked on. 
  
Johnny drove us to the airport and kindly accompanied us all the way to the security gate.  It was time to 
say good-bye and sadly our holiday came to an end… 

 
 

Thank you All for making this trip such a success!  
  

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

A number of insects and molluscs were recorded on the tour, but unfortunately not identified.  
Some butterflies were identified only to the genus level, the rest remain unknown.  

 
 
 

 Butterflies  
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Species Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed
31/1 1/2 2/2 3/2 4/2 5/2 6/2 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2

1 Great White Pelican x x x x x

2 Pink-backed Pelican x x x x x

3 Great Cormorant x

4 Long-tailed Cormorant x x x x x x

5 African Darter x
6 Black-crowned Night-Heron x
7 Cattle Egret x x x x x x x x
8 Common Squacco Heron x x x x
9 Striated Heron x x x x

10 Little Egret x x x x x x
11 Intermediate Egret x x
12 Great Egret x x x x x
13 Goliath Heron x x x
14 Purple Heron x x
15 Grey Heron x x x x x x x x
16 Black-headed Heron x x x x x x x x
17 Hamerkop x x x x x x
18 Yellow-billed Stork x x
19 Abdim's Stork x
20 Woolly-necked Stork x x x
21 African Open-billed Stork x x x x x
22 Saddle-billed Stork x x x x
23 Marabou Stork x x x x x x x x x
24 Shoebill x
25 Sacred Ibis x x x x x x x x x
26 Hadada Ibis x x x x x x x x x
27 Glossy Ibis x x x
28 African Spoonbill x
29 Lesser Flamingo x
30 Egyptian Goose x x x x
31 Spur-winged Goose x x x x
32 Knob-billed Duck x x
33 White-faced Whistling Duck x x x
34 Red-billed Teal x
35 Hottentot Teal x
36 Yellow-billed Duck x x
37 Garganey x
38 Yellow-billed Kite x x x x x x x x
39 Black Kite x x x x
40 Black-shouldered Kite x x x x x
41 African Fish Eagle x x x x x x x
42 Osprey x
43 Palm-nut Vulture x x x x x x
44 Hooded Vulture x x x
45 White-headed Vulture x
46 African White-backed Vulture x x x
47 Ruppell’s Griffon Vulture x
48 Lappet-faced Vulture x
49 Black-chested Snake Eagle x
50 Brown Snake Eagle x x x x
51 Western Banded Snake-Eagle x x x x
52 African Marsh Harrier x x
53 Pallid Harrier x x
54 Dark Chanting Goshawk x x
55 Lizard Buzzard x x x x
56 Shikra x x
57 African Goshawk x
58 Great Sparrowhawk x
59 African Harrier-Hawk x x x x x x
60 Grasshopper Buzzard x
61 Common Buzzard x x
62 Augur Buzzard x x x
63 Mountain Buzzard x x
64 Tawny Eagle x
65 Steppe Eagle x
66 Wahlberg’s Eagle x x x x x
67 Cassin’s Hawk-Eagle x
68 Bateleur x x x x x
69 Long-crested Eagle x x x x x x
70 African Crowned Eagle x
71 Grey Kestrel x x x x x
72 Helmeted Guineafowl x x x x x x x
73 Crested Guineafowl x
74 Coqui Francolin x
75 Crested Francolin x H x
76 Red-necked Spurfowl x x x x x
77 African Crake x x

Birds recorded on the trip (366) 
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Species Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed
31/1 1/2 2/2 3/2 4/2 5/2 6/2 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2

78 Black Crake x x x x x
79 Common Moorhen x
80 African Jacana x x x x x
81 Grey Crowned Crane x x x x
82 Black-bellied Bustard x
83 Black-winged Stilt x x x x x x
84 Water Thick-knee H x x
85 Collared Pratincole x
86 Rock Pratincole x x
87 Spur-winged Lapwing x x x x x
88 Long-toed Lapwing x x
89 White-crowned Lapwing x x
90 African Wattled Lapwing x x x x x
91 Senegal Lapwing x x
92 Kittlitz's Plover x x
93 Three-banded Plover x
94 Common Ringed Plover x
95 Caspian Plover x
96 Ruff x
97 Grey Plover x
98 Common Snipe x
99 Wood Sandpiper x x x x x

100 Common Greenshank x x
101 Marsh Sandpiper x x
102 Little Stint x
103 Curlew Sandpiper x x x
104 Common Sandpiper x x x x x
105 Grey-headed Gull x
106 Gull-billed Tern x x
107 White-winged Tern x
108 African Skimmer x x
109 African Green-Pigeon x x x x x
110 Bruce's Green-Pigeon x
111 Speckled Pigeon x
112 Feral Pigeon x x x x
113 Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove x
114 Blue-spotted Wood-Dove x x x
115 Black-billed Wood-Dove x
116 Black-billed Wood-Dove x x x
117 Tambourine Dove x x H
118 Ring-necked Dove x x x x x
119 Red-eyed Dove x x x x x x x x x x
120 African Mourning Dove x x x x
121 Vinaceous Dove x
122 Laughing Dove x x x x x
123 Brown Parrot x H x x
124 Grey Parrot x x
125 Red-headed Lovebird H H
126 Great Blue Turaco x x x x
127 Ross’s Turaco x
128 White-crested Turaco x
129 Black-billed Turaco x
130 Bare-faced Go-away-bird x x
131 Eastern Grey Plantain-eater x x x x x x
132 Levaillant’s Cuckoo x x
133 African Cuckoo x
134 Red-chested Cuckoo H H x H x H H
135 Diederik Cuckoo x
136 Klaas’s Cuckoo x
137 African Emerald Cuckoo x
138 Yellowbill x x
139 White-browed Coucal x x x x x H x x
140 Blue-headed Coucal x
141 Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl H
142 Spotted Eagle Owl x
143 African Scops-Owl x
144 Square-tailed Nightjar x
145 Black-shouldered Nightjar x x
146 Little Swift x
147 White-rumped Swift x x
148 Alpine Swift x
149 African Palm Swift x x x x
150 Speckled Mousebird x x x x x x x x x x x
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Species Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed
31/1 1/2 2/2 3/2 4/2 5/2 6/2 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2

151 Blue-naped Mousebird x x x x x x
152 Bar-tailed Trogon x
153 Pied Kingfisher x x x x x
154 Striped Kingfisher x x x x
155 Grey-headed Kingfisher x x x x
156 Giant Kingfisher x
157 Woodland Kingfisher x x x x x x x x
158 Malachite Kingfisher x x x x x
159 African Pygmy Kingfisher x x x x
160 Little Bee-eater x x x x x
161 Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater x x x x x
162 Blue-breasted Bee-eater x
163 White-throated Bee-eater x x x x x
164 Swallow-tailed Bee-eater x
165 Black Bee-eater x x
166 Eurasian Bee-eater x x
167 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater x x
168 Madagascar Bee-eater x x
169 Red-throated Bee-eater x x x x
170 Northern Carmine Bee-eater x
171 Broad-billed Roller x x x x x
172 Lilac-breasted Roller x x
173 African Hoopoe x
174 Green Wood-hoopoe x x x
175 White-headed Wood-hoopoe x
176 African Grey Hornbill x x x x x x
177 Crowned Hornbill x x x x x x x
178 African Pied Hornbill x x
179 Black-and-white-casqued Hornbill x x x x x x x x
180 Abyssinian Ground-hornbill x
181 Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird x
182 Speckled Tinkerbird x x x x
183 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird x
184 Grey-throated Barbet x
185 Spot-flanked Barbet x H
186 Hairy-breasted Barbet H x
187 Yellow-spotted Barbet x
188 Black-billed Barbet x
189 White-headed Barbet x x
190 Double-toothed Barbet x x x
191 Willcock’s Honeyguide x
192 Brown-eared Woodpecker x x
193 Nubian Woodpecked x
194 Cardinal Woodpecker x x x
195 Yellow-crested Woodpecker x
196 Grey Woodpecker x
197 Elliot's Woodpecker x
198 Rufous-naped Lark x x
199 Flappet Lark x
200 Rock Martin x
201 Sand Martin x x x x
202 Red-rumped Swallow x x x x
203 Mosque Swallow x x x
204 Rufous-chested Swallow x x
205 Lesser Striped Swallow x x x x x
206 Barn Swallow x x x x x x
207 Angola Swallow x x x x x x x
208 Wire-tailed Swallow x x x
209 Black Saw-wing x x
210 White-headed Saw-wing x x
211 African Pied Wagtail x x x x x x x x x x x
212 Mountain Wagtail x
213 Yellow Wagtail x x x x x x x x x
214 Yellow-throated Longclaw x x x x x x x
215 Grassland Pipit x x
216 Plain-backed Pipit x x
217 Petit’s Cuckoo-shrike x
218 Common Bulbul x x x x x x x x x x x x
219 Yellow–whiskered Greenbul H
220 Little Greenbul x x
221 Slender-billed Greenbul x x x
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Species Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed
31/1 1/2 2/2 3/2 4/2 5/2 6/2 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2

222 Ansorge's Greenbul x
223 Red-tailed Bristlebill x
224 Red-tailed Greenbul x
225 Yellow-throated Greenbul x x x
226 Equatorial Akalat x x
227 Red-throated Alethe x
228 White-browed Robin-Chat x x x x x x
229 Snowy-headed Robin-Chat x x x x
230 African Thrush x x x x x x x
231 White-tailed Ant-Thrush x
232 Sooty Chat x x x x
233 Cliff Chat x
234 White-fronted Black Chat x
235 Common (African) Stonechat x
236 Whinchat x x x x x x x
237 Northern Weatear x x
238 White-browed Scrub-Robin  x
239 Brown-backed Scrub-Robin x
240 Spotted Morning-Thrush x
241 Willow Warbler x
242 Red-faced Woodland Warbler x
243 Green Hylia H
244 Green Crombec H x
245 Northern Crombec x x
246 Zitting Cisticola x x x
247 Stout Cisticola x
248 Croaking Cisticola H
249 Winding Cisticola x
250 Red-faced Cisticola x
251 Chubb’s Cisticola x x
252 Trilling Cisticola x x
253 Siffling Cisticola x
254 Red-winged Grey Warbler x
255 Tawny-flanked Prinia x x x x x x
256 White-chinned Prinia x x x
257 Grey-capped Warbler x x
258 Grey-backed Camaroptera x x x H x H x
259 Yellow-breasted Apalis x
260 Buff-throated Apalis x
261 Black-throated Apalis x
262 White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher x x
263 Northern Black Flycatcher x x x x x
264 Pale Flycatcher x
265 Ashy Flycatcher x
266 African Dusky Flycatcher x x x x x
267 Swamp Flycatcher x x x
268 Cassin’s Grey Flycatcher x
269 Sooty Flycatcher x
270 African Shrike-flycatcher x x
271 Black-and white Shrike-flycatcher x
272 Brown-throated Wattle-eye x x x x x
273 African Paradise-flycatcher x x
274 Red-bellied Paradise-flycatcher x
275 Silverbird x x
276 African Blue-flycatcher x x
277 White-tailed Blue-flycatcher x x x
278 Mountain Illadopsis x
279 Brown Illadopsis x
280 Arrow-marked Babbler x
281 Black-lored Babbler x x x
282 Dusky Tit x
283 Yellow White-eye x x
284 Bronze Sunbird x x x x x
285 Green-headed Sunbird x x x x
286 Northern Double-collared Sunbird x
287 Olive-bellied Sunbird x x x x x
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Species Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed
31/1 1/2 2/2 3/2 4/2 5/2 6/2 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 11/2 12/2

288 Green-throated Sunbird x
289 Green Sunbird x x
290 Olive Sunbird x
291 Purple-banded Sunbird x
292 Scarlet-chested Sunbird x x
293 Beautiful Sunbird x
294 Red-chested Sunbird x x
295 Variable Sunbird x x
296 Collared Sunbird x x x x
297 Common Fiscal x x x x x
298 Grey-backed Fiscal x x x x x x x
299 Mackinnon’s Fiscal x x
300 Woodchat Shrike x x
301 Tropical Boubou H
302 Black-headed Gonolek x x x x H x x
303 Papyrus Gonolek x
304 Northern Puffback x
305 Pink-footed Puffback x
306 Black-crowned Tchagra x H
307 Brown-crowned Tchagra x
308 Sulphur-breasted Buch-shrike x x
309 Bocage’s Bush-shrike x x
310 White-crested Helmet-shrike x x
311 Fork-tailed Drongo x x x x x
312 Piapiac x x x
313 Pied Crow x x x x x x x x x
314 African Black-headed Oriole x
315 Montane Oriole x H
316 Yellow-billed Oxpecker x x x x x
317 Narrow-tailed Starling x
318 Greater Blue-eared Starling x x x x x
319 Lesser Blue-eared Starling x
320 Ruppell’s Long-tailed Starling x x x x x x x x x
321 Purple-headed Starling x
322 Splendid Starling x x H x x x
323 Violet-backed Starling x
324 Wattled Starling x
325 Speckle-fronted Weaver x
326 Grey-headed Sparrow x x x x x x x x x x x
327 House Sparrow x
328 Chestnut-crowned Sparrow-Weaver x
329 Black-headed Weaver x x x x x x x x x
330 Lesser Masked Weaver x
331 Black-necked Weaver x x
332 Baglafecht Weaver x x
333 Grosbeak Weaver x
334 Little Weaver x
335 Slender-billed Weaver x x
336 Yellow-backed Weaver x x x x x
337 Northern Brown-throated Weaver x x
338 Compact Weaver x
339 Holub’s Golden Weaver x
340 Weyns’s Weaver x
341 Brown-capped Weaver x
342 Black-billed Weaver x
343 Vieillot’s Black Weaver x x x x x x x x
344 Red-billed Quelea x x x
345 Red-headed Malimbe x
346 Fan-tailed Widowbird x x x
347 Black Bishop x x x
348 White-winged Widowbird x
349 Southern Red Bishop x x x
350 Grey-headed Negrofinch x x
351 White-breasted Negrofinch x x
352 Green-winged Pytilia x x
353 Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu x x x x
354 Red-billed Firefinch x x x x
355 African Firefinch x x
356 Bar-breasted Firefinch x
357 Common Waxbill x x
358 Fawn-breasted Waxbill x x
359 Black-crowned Waxbill x x x x
360 Bronze Mannikin x x x x x x
361 Black-and-white Mannikin x x x
362 Pin-tailed Whydah x x x x x x
363 Village Indigobird x x x
364 Yellow-fronted Canary x x x x x x x x
365 Streaky Seedeater x x
366 African Golden-breasted Bunting x x

 



 31

Some wildlife seen on the trip 
 
 

Mammals and fish 
 

English name Latin name
1 Mountain Gorilla Gorilla gorilla beringei 
2  Central African Red Colobus Piliocolobus oustaleti 
3 Guereza Colobus Colobus guereza 
4 Olive Baboon Papio anubis 
5 Grey-cheeked Mangabey Lophocebus albigena 
6 Black-and-white Colobus Monkey Colobus satanas
7 Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus (a.) pygerythrus 
8 L'Hoest's Monkey Cercopithecus (l'h.) l'hoesti 
9 Patas Monkey Erythrocebus patas

10 Red-tailed Monkey Cercopithecus (c.) ascanius 
11 Tantalus Monkey Chlorocebus tantalus
12 Fruit Bat Eidolon helvum
13 Carruthers' Mountain Squirrel Funisciurus carruthersi 
14 Red-legged Sun Squirrel Heliosciurus rufobrachium
15 Boehm's Squirrel Paraxerus boehmi
16 Stripped Ground Squirrel Xerus erythropus
17 Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo 
18 Slender Mungoose Galerella sanguinea
19 Dwarf Mongoose Helogale parvula
20 Grass Rat Arvicanthis niloticus
21 Spotted Hyena Crocuta crocuta
22 Lion Panthera leo 
23 African Elephant Loxondonta africana 
24 Burchell's Zebra Equus quagga 
25 Giant Hog Hylochoerus meinertzhageni 
26 Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus 
27 Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius 
28 Rothschild's Giraffe Giraffa camelopardalis rothschildi
29 African Buffalo Syncerus caffer 
30 Common Eland Taurotragus oryx
31 Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus 
32 Uganda Kob Kobus kob thomasi 
33 Defassa Waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus defassa 
34 Impala Aepyceros melampus 
35 Topi Damaliscus lunatus
36 Lelwel (Jackson's) Hartebeest Alcelaphus buselaphus jacksoni
37 Oribi Ourebia ourebi
38 Spot-necked Otter Hydrictis maculicollis
39 Nile Tilapia Oreochromus niloticus 
40 Nile Perch Lates niloticus  

 
 
 
 

Reptiles  
 

English name Latin name
1 Nile Monitor Varanus niloticus 
2 Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus 
3 Blue-headed Tree Agama Acanthocerus atricollis 
4 Red-headed Rock Agama Agama agama 
5 House Gecko sp.  
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Latin name English name 
1 Acacia erioloba Camel Thorn

2 Acacia tortilis Umbrella Thorn Acacia

3 Acacia abyssinica Flat-top Acacia 

4 Agave americana Century Plant
5 Amaranthus sp Amaranth
6 Ananus comosus Pineapple
7 Anthocleista grandiflora Forest Fever Tree/Cabbage Tree
8 Arachis hypogaea Peanut
9 Araucaria columnaris Cook’s Island Pine 

10 Aristolochia Birthwort
11 Artocarpus heterophyllus Jack Fruit Tree 
12 Arundo donax Giant Reed
13 Bougainvillea glabra Bougainvillea/Paperflower
14 Caesalpinia gilliesii Bird of Paradise Shrub
15 Callistemon citrinus Australian Bottlebush
16 Camellia sinensis Tea
17 Carica papaya Papaya
18 Casuarina eqisetifolia She-oke
19 Coffea arabica Arabian Coffee
20 Colocasia esculenta Cocoyam
21 Cupressus sempervirens Mediterranean Cypress
22 Cyperus papyrus Papyrus
23 Datura suaveolens Angel's trumpet, 
24 Delonix regia Flamboyant 
25 Eichhornia crassipes Water Hyacinth
26 Ensete ventricosum Wild Banana 
27 Erythrina abyssinica Red Hot Poker Tree
28 Euphorbia candelababrum Candelabra Euphorbis
29 Euphorbia pulcherrima Mexican Flame Leaf
30 Gossypium hirsutum Cotton
31 Harpephyllum caffrum Wild Plum
32 Heloconia pendula Lobster Claw
33 Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Hibiscus
34 Jacaranda mimosifolia Jacaranda
35 Khaya ivorensis African Mahogany
36 Kigelia africana Sausage Tree
37 Lantana camara Lantana
38 Mango mangifera indica Mango tree 
39 Manihot esculenta Cassava
40 Musa x paradisiaca Banana and Plantain
41 Nerium oleander Oleander
42 Nymphae sp Water Lily
43 Passiflora edulis Passion Fruit
44 Pennistum purpureum Ugandan Elephant Grass
45 Persea americana Avocado
46 Pinus patula Mexican Weeping Pine
47 Pinus radiata Monterey Pine
48 Pistia stratiotes Water Cabbage/Water Lettuce
49 Plumeria sp Frangipani
50 Pteridium aquilinum Bracken
51 Punica granatum Pomegranate
52 Ravenala madagascariensis Traveller’s Palm
53 Ribes pinnatus Bramble
54 Ricinus communis Castor-oil-Plant
55 Saccharum officinarum Sugar Cane
56 Scadoxus multiflorus Fire Lily 
57 Selaginella sp A Spikemoss
58 Senna spectabilis Cassia 
59 Solanum incanum Sodum Apple
60 Solanum lycopersicum Tomato
61 Solanum macranthum Brasilian Patao Trees
62 Sorghum bicolor Sorghum
63 Spathodea campanulata African Tulip Tree
64 Thalictrum sp Wild Celery
65 Thunbergia alata Black-eyed Susan

Plants seen on the trip 
by 

 Gordon and Bozena  
 

 


